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Abstract of JP2001353897 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce a rate 
of occurrence of shut-down of an apparatus by 
a method wherein even when a malfunction of 
one laser diode light source is detected, the 
image forming operation is continued without 
stopping the image forming operation. 
SOLUTION: An operation for detecting a 
malfunction of the light source is executed on 
step 801 and when a malfunction does not 
occur (step 802: N), the apparatus goes into 
the image forming operation. When the 
malfunction of the light source is detected 
(step 802: Y), notifying for warning the 
malfunction is executed (step 804) and the 
statement is indicated on an operation/display 
section of the image forming apparatus. Next, 
the number of laser diode elements having the 
malfunctions is checked (step 805). When the 
malfunction number (n) is one, the image 
forming operation is enabled (step 803). When 
the malfunction number (n) is not smaller than 
two, an indication of 'service man call' is 
displayed on the operation/display section and 
then the image forming operation is stopped 
(step 806). 
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